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Religious affiliations in Québec (Canadian Census 2011) 

 

 

 



Quebec has second lowest rate of its population declaring NO religious belonging (12%) across 
Canada and second highest (82%) for Christian affiliation.  Canadian Census 2011 



 
 While Christian affiliation remained steady from 2001 to 2011 (-1%), it is belonging to 

Muslims  (+124%) and other faiths (+34%) which increased most in last decade in Quebec 
(Canadian Census, 2001-2011) 

 



Québécois francophone attitudes towards minority communities in Quebec. Do you have a 
very good, good;  bad, very bad opinion of the following communities in Quebec ?  
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Sondage Léger Marketing (2007) de Québécois Francophones pour TVA et 98.5 FM  



Québécois francophone attitudes toward minority communities in Quebec 

• This 2007 Leger Marketing poll of Québécois Francophone 
attitudes towards ethnic communities was taken during the 
Bouchard-Taylor Commission on reasonable accommodation 

 

• The majority of Québécois francophones sampled in the survey 
endorsed more positive than negative views towards the Asian 
(85%), Black (68%), and Jewish (58%) communities. 

 

• However, the majority of Québécois Francophones (50%) 
endorsed negative views towards the Arab Community, while only 
a minority (43%) endorsed positive views towards Arabs 

 

• Even though most Arabs in Quebec come from the Maghreb and 
speak French, these Arabs remain stigmatised given they are most 
likely to be of Muslim background    



Parti Québécois proposes the  Charter of Secular values (Bill 60) to  ban wearing of 
religious symbols by all employees of Quebec State Institutions (November 2013) 

 

Projet de loi 60: Charte des valeurs québécoises (novembre 2013) 

1. Modifier la charte québécoise des droits & 
libertés de la personne 

2. Énoncer un devoir de réserve & de neutralité 
pour le personnel de l’état 

3. Encadrer le port des signes religieux ostentatoires 

4. Rendre obligatoire le visage à découvert lorsqu’on 
donne ou reçoit un service de l’état 

5. Établir une politique de mise en œuvre pour les 
organismes de l’état 

 



Bill 60, Charter of secular values: Muslim, Jewish & Sikh employees either remove 
their religious signs at work or are expelled from Quebec Government jobs 
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Presence of Cultural communities  and Anglophones in Quebec 

Government administration (2004) 

Secrétariat du Conseil du Trésor (2005), L’effectif de la fonction publique du Québec 2003-

2004: Analyse comparative. Québec. Secrétariat du conseil du Trésor (2011). Communautés 

culturelles: 7.1% ; Anglophones: 0,9%; Autochtones: 0.5%.  
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What problem is the Quebec Charter designed to solve ? 

• Of the very few cultural communities employed in Quebec 
government institutions, the ruling Parti Québécois refuses to 
reveal: 

• how many of its public servants are Muslim ? 
• how many are female Muslims wearing the hijab or niqab ? 
• how many civil servants are Jews wearing the kippa, or Sikhs 

wearing the turban ? 
 

• Despite searching far and wide over four months, the Parti 
Québécois Government failed to find a Québécois francophone 
citizens who COMPLAINED for having been served by civil 
servants wearing:  

• the Muslim hijab, Jewish kippa or Sikh turban !!! 
 

• So what PROBLEM is the Parti Québécois Charter on 
secularism designed to solve ? 
 



What problem is the Quebec Charter designed to solve ? 

• By nurturing the debate on the Charter of Quebec values since August 2013, The Parti 
Québécois (PQ) Government is keeping the identity politics theme alive for next 
provincial election .  
 

• The goal is to gain key electoral seats in Québécois francophone regions where the 
other nationalist party CAQ is ahead by only 1,500 to 2,000 votes against the Parti 
Québécois (5-6 ridings) 
 

• Gaining extra Québécois francophone ridings will allow the PQ to shift from a minority 
to a majority government in a 2014 election 
 

• This will allow a PQ majority government to adopt Bill 14 and Bill 60 and launch the 
next Quebec Referendum debate on an identity politics platform  
 

• Stigmatisation of Muslim, Jewish & Sikh minorities is acceptable colateral damage for 
Parti Québécois strategists.  
 

• The Parti Québécois is more interested in gaining Québécois Francophone ethnic 
nationalist votes than fostering social cohesion between cultural/religious 
communities , the Anglophone minority and Francophone majority factions 



Religious minorities demonstrate against Charter of secular values in 
Montreal (September 2013) 



Québécois francophone women demonstrate in favour of the 
Charter of secular values in Montreal (October, 2013)  



The Charter is a critical incident that divides Quebec population  
Sondage Léger: 26 Aout, 2013: 57% favorables.  Sondage Léger: 15 Sept 2013; 43% favorables 



The Charter is a critical incident that divides Quebec population  

• Recent Leger marketing polls in autumn of 2013 show that:  
 

• Over 50% of Québécois Francophones (80% of Quebec population) are in 
favour of Charter of secular values 
 

• Over 70% of Quebec Anglophones (8.3% of Quebec population) are against 
Charter  
 

• Over 65% of Quebec  Allophones (13% of Quebec population) are against 
Charter 
 

• The debate on Charter of secular values has allready polarised 
intergroup relations in Quebec. The damage is done and 
vulnerable minorities such as Muslims, Jews and Sikhs suffer 
accrued stigmatisation and segregation    

 
 
 



The Charter is a critical incident that divides Quebec population  

• Rise in hate speech & crimes against Muslim women wearing the 
hijab in streets of Montreal 

• « Pour nous, c’est clairement lié au débat sur la Charte. Il y a une 
augmentation dramatique de cas d’insultes et violence à l’endroit 
des musulmanes voilées. Nos centres vivent un débordement »       
Valérie Létourneau, Regroupement des centres de femmes du Québec, La Presse, 3 oct, 2013 

 
• Jacques Parizeau & Lucien Bouchard former PQ Prime Ministers 

criticize PQ Charter of Secular values 
• « Les immigrants de fraîche date, qui parlent d’ailleurs un excellent 

français, commencent à avoir peur. Ici, ils avaient la paix. Et nous, 
on entre là-dedans avec nos gros sabots. Et on ne vise pas les 
musulmans, mais les musulmanes ! Avec cette charte, c’est la 
première fois que le Québec légifère pour interdire quoi que ce soit 
de religieux. Passer une législation de ce genre-là, essentiellement 
destinée à un certain nombre de femmes musulmanes, c’est 
gênant »  

• Jacques Parizeau former Quebec Premier & Parti Québécois leader , October 3, 2013    
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As vulnerable scapegoats, Muslims, Jews & Sikhs are acceptable colateral 
damage for Parti Québécois quest for majority government in 2014 



 

 MERCI  
 THANK YOU 

 GRACIAS  
 להודות
DANK U  
GRAZIE 

  شُكُور
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