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Hot Spots of Recent Immigrant Arrivals at the Community Level in Canada 

By Ray D. Bollman (RayD.Bollman@sasktel.net) 
 
Highlights 
i According to the 2011 National Household Survey, there were 23 communities in Canada 

where recent immigrants (who arrived in the 2006 to 2011 period) represented 10% or 
more of the total population  

i 17 of these 23 communities were located in the Prairies  
i 19 of these 23 communities were in non-metro regions   
i Most of these 23 communities were “hot spots,” located in regions with a relatively low 

share of their population being recent immigrants. Thus, most “hot spot” communities were 
in regions with less experience in welcoming new immigrants   

 
Why: Immigrant arrivals at the community level? 
Earlier Factsheets1 have highlighted the census divisions2 (CDs) with the highest number of  
immigrant arrivals on a per capita basis. However, local governments (towns and municipalities) 
have an important role to play in the welcome that is accorded to immigrants. Thus, this  
Factsheet focuses on “hot spots” of recent immigrant arrivals at the local or community level3. 
 
Findings 
The community with the highest number of recent4 immigrants as a percent of total population 
in 2011 was the Town of Englefeld (Col. E in Table) with 35.6% of its population being recent 
immigrants (Col. K in Table 1). Englefeld is located in Saskatchewan CD No. 15 (Col. B) (where 
the major centres are Prince Albert and Humboldt). Englefeld ranks as the top community 
among all communities within non-metro5 CDs and also outranks all census subdivisions (CSDs) 
located in metro and partially-non-metro CDs in terms of share of the 2011 population that 
were recent immigrants. 
 
Overall, there were 23 communities where recent immigrants represented 10% or more of the 
2011 population. Among these 23 communities, 19 were in non-metro CDs, 1 was in a partially-
non-metro CD, and 3 were in metro CDs. 

1. See “Factsheet: Location of Immigrant Arrivals in 2012” in the May, 2013 Pathways to Prosperity eBulletin (http://p2pcanada.ca/
library/factsheet-location-of-immigrant-arrivals-in-2012) and “Factsheet: Location of Immigrant Arrivals in 2013” in the May, 2014  
Pathways to Prosperity eBulletin (http://p2pcanada.ca/wp-content/blogs.dir/1/files/2014/05/eBulletin-May-2014.pdf). 
2. A census division (CD) is a group of neighbouring municipalities joined together for the purposes of regional planning and managing 
common services (such as police or ambulance services). These groupings are established under laws in effect in certain provinces of 
Canada. For example, a census division might correspond to a county, to a municipalité régionale de comté or a regional district. In 
other provinces and the territories where laws do not provide for such areas, Statistics Canada defines equivalent areas for statistical 
reporting purposes in cooperation with these provinces and territories. Census divisions are intermediate geographic areas between the 
province/territory level and the municipality (census subdivision). 
3. In this Factsheet, “communities” are represented by census subdivisions (CSDs), which is the general term for incorporated munici-
palities or incorporated towns or cities (as determined by provincial / territorial legislation) or areas treated as municipal equivalents for 
statistical purposes (e.g., Indian reserves, Indian settlements and unorganized territories). In 2011, 3,439 CSDs were delineated.  
Immigration data were available for 2,882 CSDs as some remote CSDs had no population and the 2011 National Household Survey 
reported immigration data only for CSDs with a response rate of 50% or more. Note that the data for suppressed CSDs are included in 
the data for each of the 293 CDs. 
4. In this Factsheet, “recent” immigrants are immigrants who arrived in Canada in the 5 years preceding the 2011 National Household 
Survey – i.e., from 2006 to May, 2011. 
5. A non-metro CD has none of the CSDs within the CD being delineated as part of a Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) (i.e., they are 
not within the commuting zone of the CMA). A CMA has a population of 50,000 or more in the core and a total population of 100,000 or 
more when the commuting zone is included. A partially-non-metro CD has some, but not all, CSDs delineated as part of a CMA. A  
metro CD has all CSDs delineated as part of a CMA. 
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Among the 23 communities, 15 had less than 1,000 residents in 2011. All but one of these 15 
communities reported no residents who had immigrated in years previous to 2006. Thus, these 
communities did not have a tradition of welcoming immigrants. In addition, each of these 15 
communities was located in CDs with a relatively low share of their population being recent   
immigrants (Col. C). Thus, not only did these communities have little experience in welcoming 
immigrants, but they were also embedded in regions with few immigrants. 
 
We acknowledge that our methodology for identifying “hot spot” communities will typically identify 
communities with a small(er) population which have just experienced a small (in absolute terms) 
influx of immigrants. However, although the absolute numbers are small, our calculation does iden-
tify communities where recent immigrants represent a significant share of the present population.  
 
For example, in the case of the Town of Englefeld, 80 recent immigrants represented 35.6% of 
the total population of 225 in 2011. The number of immigrants is small, but the proportional  
impact on the local population is large. It is also noteworthy that Englefeld is located within a 
region6 with a low(er) share of recent immigrants in the total population (Col. C). Within the 
Saskatchewan CD No. 15, recent immigrants represented only 1.5% of the total population. The 
difference in intensity of recent immigrants in Englefeld, compared to the region, is 34 percent-
age points (Col. L). Thus, the “hot spot” of Englefeld is somewhat alone or isolated and cannot 
draw much welcoming support for newcomers from the surrounding region. While the Town of 
St. Brieux, ranked 3rd with 33.6% of the population being recent immigrants, is also located in 
Saskatchewan CD No. 15, the two towns are more than an hour’s drive from each other. For  
St. Brieux, there is a 32.1 percentage point difference (Col. L) between the share of the local 
population that is recent immigrants compared to the share of the regional population that is 
recent immigrants. At the regional level, there is not a large demand (and not much recent  
experience) for welcoming services for newcomers.  
 
Englefeld is not atypical – there are many other examples of similar “hot spots” in non-metro 
CDs. In Table 1, the top 25 CSDs within non-metro CDs are ranked in terms of the share of the 
2011 population that are recent immigrants. The share ranges from 35.6% (Englefeld) (Col. K) 
to 8% for the Town of Hamiota in Manitoba CD No. 15 (where Minnedosa and Neepawa are the 
larger centres). In most (but not all) cases, the individual CSD has a much higher percent of  
recent immigrants compared to the regional average (see Col. O). Thus, in most cases, the  
individual CSD is in a milieu with limited experience in welcoming immigrants.  
 
As noted, there were 23 communities where recent immigrants represented 10% or more of the 
2011 population and among these, 17 were located in the Prairies. 
 
Note that the top ranked community in a metro region reported that 19.1% of its 2011 popula-
tion consisted of recent immigrants. Only 3 CSDs in metro CDs reported recent immigrants to be 
more than 10% of their 2011 population. 
 
Only one CSD in partially-non-metro regions reported recent immigrants to be more than 10% 
of its 2011 population.  
 
Within non-metro CDs, 19 CSD’s reported that more than 10% of their 2011 population was 
composed of recent immigrants. All but three of the top 25 non-metro CSDs were located within 
the Prairie Provinces. 

6. In this FactSheet, a region is represented by a CD. 
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Summary 
In 2011, there were 23 communities where recent immigrants represented 10% or more of the 
total population. Of these, 17 were located in the Prairies, and 19 were in non-metro regions. In 
addition, most of the 23 communities were “hot spots,” located within regions with a relatively 
low share of their population being recent immigrants. Thus, most “hot spot” communities were 
in regions with less experience in welcoming new immigrants. 


