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Census Immigration Data 

at your fingertips
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Administrative 
data 

•Immigrant landing file

•Temporary resident file

Census of 
population

Surveys

•National Household Survey 

(NHS)

•Ethnic Diversity Survey 

(EDS)

•Labour Force Survey (LFS)

•General Social Survey 

(GSS)

•Canadian Community 

Health Survey (CCHS)

•Longitudinal Survey of 

Immigrants to Canada 

(LSIC)

Linked Database

• Longitudinal Immigration 

Database (IMDB)

• Canadian Employer-

Employee Dynamic 

Database (CEEDD)

• 2011 National Household 

Survey linked with 

Immigrant Landing File

• General Social Survey 

linked with Immigrant 

Landing File

Statistics CanadaImmigration, Refugees 

Citizenship Canada

Major data sources on immigration and 

ethnocultural diversity



Census Program

 The Census provides a snapshot 

of the population, taken every 5 

years.

 The most recent Census was 

conducted on May 10, 2016. 

 2011 National Household Survey 

(NHS) is the most recent data 

available to study immigration 

related issues.
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Census Program: Immigration and Ethnocultural Content

 Immigrant status

• landed immigrants / permanent 

residents

• non-permanent residents

• year of immigration (can identify 

recent immigrants)

 Citizenship

• Canadian citizens by birth / by 

naturalization

• citizens of other countries

• dual citizenship

 Visible minorities

 South Asian, Chinese, Black, 

Filipino, Latin American, Southeast 

Asian, Arab, West Asian, Korean, 

Japanese

 Religious affiliation (decennial)

 Place / Country of birth

 inside Canada

 outside Canada

 Generational status

 first generation: immigrants

 second generation: children of immigrants

 third generation and beyond

 Ethnic ancestry / origin

 over 200 ethnic or cultural origins

 single / multiple responses

 Language

 mother tongue

 home & work language

 knowledge of official languages and non 

official languages

 First official language spoken
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www.statcan.gc.ca

Home  Census Program

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/
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Home  Census Program  Data products
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Home  Census Program  Data products
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Home  Census Program  Data products
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Home  Census Program  Census of Population 

Program Data sets (1991 to 2011)
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Other Channels of Access

 Data Liberation Initiative (DLI)
• Public Use Microdata Files (PUMF) : 1971 to 2011 Census, 2011 NHS

 Research Data Centre (RDC) 

(https://crdcn.org/)

• Census Microdata File: 

1911, 1921, 1931, 1941, 1951, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 

2001, 2006, 2011 (Census & NHS)

 Custom tabulations 

(STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca)

• 1971 to 2011 Census, 2011 NHS 

https://crdcn.org/
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
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Upcoming 2016 Census release

Release date Release topic

February 8, 2017 • Population and dwelling counts

May 3, 2017 • Age and sex

• Type of dwelling

May 10, 2017 • Census of Agriculture

August 2, 2017 • Families, households and marital status

• Language

September 13, 2017 • Income

October 25, 2017 • Immigration and ethnocultural diversity

• Housing

• Aboriginal peoples

November 29, 2017 • Education

• Labour

• Journey to work

• Language of work

• Mobility and migration
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Census Program: advantages & limitations

 Advantages

• more than 100 years of historical data

• detailed information on birthplace, ethnic origins, population 

groups, languages, etc. 

• wide range of socio-economic variables

• large sample size – 20% and 33% of the population is sampled

• data available for small geographic areas

 Limitations

• not longitudinal data – cannot follow the same respondent over 

time

• no “at landing” information

• no immigration program information
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Immigrant admission category

 Immigrants are admitted into Canada for different reasons

• Economic immigrants:  Contributing to Canada’s economy

 Skilled workers

 Canadian experience class

 Caregivers

 Business programs (Entrepreneurs, Investors, Self-employed)

 Provincial nominees

• Immigrants sponsored by family:  Reuniting with family members

• Refugees:  Seeking protection and escaping persecution

 Protected Persons in Canada

 Resettled Refugees

 The conditions under which they immigrate are associated with 

socio-economic outcomes after admission
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Immigrant Landing File

 Administrative records 

prepared by 

Immigration Refugee 

Citizenship Canada

 It covers all immigrants 

who landed in Canada 

from 1980 to present

 Information are 

collected at the time of 

immigration, not after 

immigration. 

 Does not account for 

deaths or out-migration
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New content in 2016 Census ?

 Planning to add 2 new variables to 2016 Census of Population, 

by linking the IRCC Immigrant Landing File  

1. Admission category

This variable will refer to the immigration program or group of programs under 

which an immigrant has been granted for the first time the right to live in Canada 

permanently by immigration authorities.

2. Applicant type

This variable will refer to whether an immigrant was identified as the principal 

applicant, the spouse or the dependant on the application for permanent 

residence.

 Objective: Broaden access and simplify dissemination process

• Edit and impute inconsistencies and missing values between census 
responses and linked administrative values.

• Prepare reference material to explain the new variables and the 
individual admission categories

• Determine dissemination strategy in Spring 2017.



Contact information

General enquiries

 1-800-263-1136 (toll free)

7:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Monday to Friday (Time 

zones within Canada)

 E-mail: STATCAN.infostats-

infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
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