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The politicization of 
immigration!

• Salience of immigration in the media and in elections

• Polarization of political parties on immigration

• Rise of anti-immigration movements and figures

• Changes in public opinion towards immigration




Politicization 
of immigration


•  Unemployment 
and other 
economic factors

•  Changes in 
immigration levels 
and irregular 
migration

•  Changes in social 
spending 



The 2018 Québec election!
•  Decrease immigration by 20%

•  Limits and conditions on family 

reunification

•  Two step immigration program; 

removal if conditions aren’t met

•  Mandatory French language and value 

tests

•  Mandatory control of job search

•  Mandatory French training and budget 

increase

•  One-stop shop for integration services

•  Increased support for immigrants 

outside of Montreal




Findings based on 221,175 respondents who participated in Vote Compass from August 24, 2018 to September 30, 2018. 

Non-random sample.

Data have been weighted by gender, age, education, language and region to ensure the sample’s composition reflects that of the actual population of 
Québec according to census data and other population estimates.
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Lessons!

•  Beyond elite consensus


•  Political parties as pressure valves


•  Prepare for contagion and for the long-lasting effect of 
issue entrepreneurship







